


G.B. was
 a memb

er

of the 
queer

feminist
 punk

band, f
ifth

column,
 and a

former
 art

student
 at oCA

DU.    

bruce was a grad
student in film at
york uni and part
of the queercore

band, zuzu's petals.   

&
although his university profstaught radical politics, Hehated that they didn'tactually live radical lives.

She became
known for
her art
that

portrayed
jughead
from the
archie

comics as
gay.



"This guy with a huge

mohawk came up and

punched me in the

nose. I think i had a

nose bleed. some of the

fifth column girls

formed a human shield

around me and were

protecting me from
these guys..."

PUNK



"The gay “movement” as it exists
now is a big farce, and we have

nothing nice to say about it, so we
won't say anything at all, except
that, ironically, it fails most

miserably where it should be the
most progressive— in its sexualpolitics." 

-

 movement

gay



They decided to
pretend that

they were at the
heart of a
popular and

fully-realized
movement called
queercore (or
homocore) in

Toronto.

queercore

G.B. and Bruce were looking
for the perfect mix of the

queer and punk worlds.   



In reality, they were makin
g

their zine, J.D.s, in a run-

down, bug-infested apartm
ent

at Queen & Parliament, and

stealing their food from
Loblaws.



(a resta
urant in

 Toront
o &

hangout
 spot fo

r queer 
punks)

-

What did J.D.s stand for?



eight
 issue

s of J
.D.s

featur
ed pic

tures,

storie
s, and

 quee
rcore

song 
chart

s.



queerco
re was 

part of
 a

wave of
 confro

ntation
al

activism
 across

 North

America
 in the

 1970s-
1980s. 

J.D.s wa
s desig

ned

to shoc
k peop

le

and enc
ourage 

them

to radi
cally

questio
n socie

ty.



In the U.S., the black panthers were calling for a
radical response to systemic racism, and queer

nation (also called the "pink panthers") developed
their political slogan, "Bash Back!"

In

solida
rity,

Bruce
 and

G.B. c
alled

thems
elves

"the N
ew

lavend
er

panth
ers."



G.B. andBruce's planworked! 
J.D.s turnedqueercore intoan internationalmovement... 



 so many artists got involved,
each with their own style,
that by the mid-1990s

queercore no longer had a
unified approach.

although g.b. and bruce's creation
may be gone, a different

queercore lives on today... 

bruce even said,
 "Queercore is dead. our son

is dead. i killed him."










