
Deliberately disclosing or
threatening to disclose a
partner's identity without their
consent, commonly referred to
as "outing"

Undermining or belittling
someone's identity such as
preventing someone from
expressing their gender
identity; questioning the
authenticity of someone's
identity; and misgendering
someone or using incorrect
pronouns

Using homophobic/transphobic
language, including the use of
slurs or derogatory language

Isolating survivors from gender
and sexually diverse
communities
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Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) is
any form of psychological, physical,
financial, or sexual abuse/violence
committed by a current or former
partner(s). Partners may be
monogamous or polyamorous,
sexually active or not, short-term
or long term. IPV is considered a
form of gender-based violence. 

In addition to other forms of
psychological, physical, financial,
and sexual violence, 2SLGBTQIA+
individuals may also experience
forms of identity abuse (IA). This
occurs when someone leverages
systemic oppression (heterosexism
and cissexism, for example)
against someone else to cause
harm. This involves exploiting a
partner's vulnerabilities by
attacking their most oppressed
identities (Woulfe and Goodman,
2018).

WHAT IS 
INTIMATE PARTNER
VIOLENCE?

2SLGBTQIA+ people are at equal or
higher risk of experiencing partner
violence when compared to their
heterosexual counterparts.

Langenderfer-Magruder et al., 2016

Ristock et al.,, 2010

Transgender/gender-
nonconforming people of colour
were almost twice as likely to
report experiences of
discrimination when accessing
domestic violence services
compared to their white
transgender/gender-
nonconforming counterparts.

Seelman, 2015

From a sample of 24 Two Spirit
and LGBTQIA+ persons in
Winnipeg, 79% stated they had
experienced partner abuse in a
same-sex relationship.

Queer-identified individuals have
the highest reported rates of
identity abuse (48.6%) followed by
bisexual individuals (48%), lesbian
women (35.3%), and gay men
(26%).

Woulfe & Goodman, 2018
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