
The third Gay Games sporting
competition and place of 2SLGBTQIA+
community in Vancouver, August 4-11.

The 1990 
Gay Games 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF 



What are the
Gay Games?
The Gay Games are a quadrennial sporting and cultural
event meant to be an inclusive space for athletes of all
ages, abilities, experience, and backgrounds. The Gay
Games was founded by Tom Waddell—a former Olympic
decathlete—and the first Gay Games was held in San
Francisco in 1982. 

"It is a fundamental principle of the Federation of Gay
Games that all activities conducted under its auspices
shall be inclusive in nature and that no individual shall be
excluded from participating on the basis of sexual
orientation, gender, race, religion, nationality, ethnic
origin, political belief(s), athletic/artistic ability, physical
challenge, age, or health status."

—Federation of the Gay Games



Past and Future 
Gay Games

San Francisco (1982)

San Francisco (1986)

Vancouver (1990)

New York (1994)

Amsterdam (1998)

Sydney (2002)

Chicago (2006)

Cologne (2010)

Cleveland+Akron (2014)

Paris (2018)

Hong Kong (2022)

Gay Games III is the
only Gay Games that
has been hosted in

Canada!



Although the Gay Games budget grew from USD $500 000 to USD
$1.5 million for GGIII, organizers faced difficulty securing direct
funding from government. There was also difficulty finding
accommodating sporting arenas and facilities. The President of
the University of British Columbia (UBC), David Strangeway,
consistently denied booking requests, but GGIII organizers were
aware that UBC's facilities were available for booking. In a memo
leaked to UBC's student body, Strangeway admitted that he had
denied access because he believed GGIII was 'more political than
athletic or cultural and he did not want to involve the University in
such a social issue.' 

Vancouver 1990 
Gay Games III
Gay Games III (GGIII) was the largest sports and cultural event in
the world in 1990. The 7250 registered athletes came from 30
different countries.  

Despite, similar homophobic instances, media storms, and
hardship getting funding, GGIII opened on August 4th, 1990 and
represented a moment of growth for the Gay Games. 



Ce
le

br
at

io
n 

'9
0 

G
ay

 G
am

es
 II

I a
nd

 C
ul

tu
ra

l F
es

ti
va

l: 
Po

st
er

,  
Ci

ty
 o

f V
an

co
uv

er
 A

rc
hi

ve
s,

 R
ef

er
en

ce
 C

od
e:

 2
01

8
-0

20
.1

39
4

.



Gay  Games III: Opening Ceremonies, ©Doug Cox,  City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code: 2018-020.5545.5



Gay  Games III: Registration WECC, City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code: 2018-020.5573



Gay Games III balanced two primary goals: friendly
participation and giving 2SLGBTQIA+ participants
the 'recognition often denied to them in traditional
sport.'

GGIII had 27 different sporting events, and in the
1990 Gay Games, 11 new sports were added,
including water polo, ice hockey, equestrian, race
walking, touch football, golf, darts, martial arts,
squash, badminton, and croquet.

For the first time during GGIII, swimming events
were officially sanctioned by international
swimming body, the Federation Internationale
Natation Association (FINA).

Sporting Events



Gay  Games III: Swimming, City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code:  2018-020.5439



Gay  Games III: Billiards, City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code:  2018-020.5633



Gay  Games III: Ice Hockey, ©Colin Gerrard, City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code:  2018-020.5623.1



Gay  Games III: Physique B, ©Colin Gerrard,  City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code:  2018-020.5624.33



Gay  Games III: L.A. vs. Atlanta Soccer, ©Colin Gerrard,  City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code:  2018-020.5629.12



The accompanying Cultural Festival included music,
comedy, theatre, visual arts, literature, and dance. 

Actors from Canada, the United States, and Australia
performed six plays centred on 2SLGBTQIA+ themes.
There was a nine day film festival and visual arts
exhibition that showcased 2SLGBTQIA+ artists. The
Cultural Festival's Dancelebrations! also featured
twelve modern dance performances. 

The Celebration Centre was the organizing hub of
the Games, but it also housed beer and wine
gardens, an artisan fair, and a discotheque where
spectators, athletes, volunteers, and organizers
could celebrate after the day's events. 

Celebration Centre 
& Cultural Festival



Celebration '90 Gay Games III: 1990 Celebration Centre, City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code:  2018-020.1778



Gay  Games III: Closing Ceremonies, ©Colin Gerrard,  City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code:  2018-020.5077.25



Gay  Games III: The Big Wigs perform at the Fantasy Ball, Commodore Ballroom, Kent Kallberg, City of Vancouver Archives, 
Reference Code:  2018-020.5672.26



Gay Games III: Dancelebration at the Commodore Ballroom, ©Kent Kallberg, City of Vancouver Archives, 
Reference Code: 2018-020.5673.6



 Group of Men at Gay Games III Closing Party, ©James Loewen,  City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code:  2018-020.5542



Gay  Games III: Attendees, ©Doug Cox,  City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code:  2018-020.5551.4



Closing Ceremonies

Despite initial challenges, Gay Games III represented
an important turning point for the Gay Games. The Gay
Games had been an amateur, local sporting event
specific to San Francisco, but GGIII developed it into an
international sporting competition. 

GGIII also brought together different parts of
Vancouver's local 2SLGBTQIA+ community. GGIII's
Consulting Executive Director, Shawn Kelly,
remembers a moment in the GGIII office when
millionaire business man, Bill Amundson, well-known
drag queen, Miss Vancouver, and the GGIII's office
manager and 'leather dyke,' Mary Brookes, were all
working together. Historian of the Gay Games,
Caroline Symons, also explains that many GGIII
participants remembered fondly "the way that
Vancouver was 'taken over'—transformed into a gay
city—throughout this event."



Celebration '90 Games: Closing Ceremonies, ©Kent Kallberg, City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code: 2018-020.5698.10



Celebration '90 Games: Closing Ceremonies, ©Kent Kallberg, City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code: 2018-020.5698.15



Celebration '90 Games: Closing Ceremonies, ©Kent Kallberg, City of Vancouver Archives, Reference Code: 2018-020.5699.9
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Photographs in this booklet are held in the BC Gay
and Lesbian Archives' Collections, accessible
digitally via the City of Vancouver Archives. The
collection features textual ephemera, including
periodicals, photos, and posters. It also includes
audiovisual sources about 2SLGBTQIA+
communities in British Columbia.

All photos used in this booklet feature the
photographer's name and year the photo was
taken (if known), as well as the reference code for
easy referral back to original at the BC Gay and
Lesbian Archives. 

https://searcharchives.vancouver.ca/informationobject/browse?collection=3323402&view=card&onlyMedia=1&topLod=0&sort=alphabetic&sortDir=asc
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