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" The Toronto District ?chool
Board launches the Triangle
Program, canada’s first

| alternative high school
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and defending the assoclatlofl.

SAC supports homosexuals

Oct. 29 marked the birth of the University of Toronto Homo-
phile Association when SAC recognized it as an official organiza-
tion. The association, based on that of Cornell University, was
designed to inform the U of T community of the aspects of male
and female homosexuality, and to combat prevalent myths with
accurate facts. .

Jerry Moldenhauer, a graduate of Cornell, said that most
students at Cornell were, at first, turned off toward the associa-
tion because it didn’t use the back door method of gradually infil-
trating the university’s society as a group to inform students and
help homosexuals. ;

Charlie Hill (SGS), chairman of the U of T Homophile Asso-
ciation said, “It’s important to keep up the momentum of the
organization. If interest dropped it would be a pity because an
association of this kind is certainly vital to a large community
such as the University of Toronto.”

The association plans to work toward the acceptance of
homosexuality on social and personal levels and to set up anin-
formal counselling service. This will be done partly by maintain-
ing a table in the foyer of Sidney Smith Hall to distribute litera-
ture and answer questions. Discussion groups, open to all U of T
students, will be held every second week and prominent guest
speakers will be invited to give their views on homosexuality in
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Sunnyside Public School in Kitchener
starts the first elementary school
Gay—Straight Alliance (GSA) in
Ontario. Led by teacher Debbie
Samson, this club paves the way for
more GSAs in elementary schools
ETFQ awarded Samson with its Raiﬁbow
Visions award for her contribution
to creating safer Spaces in
elementary education.
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On October 14, Jamie Huble
son of Ottawa City Councillor Allan
Hubiey, dies by suicide after
having blogged for a month about the
anti-gay bullying he was facing at
school. The bullying had begun as
eariy as Grade 7, with students on
Jamie's bus attempting to stuff
batteries in his mouth because he
prefgrred figure skating over hockey
The 1pcident leads to several .
Cana?1an media and political figures
posting videos dedicated to Huble
as part of the online It Gets Bet{er
Project. It also leads to the
Government of Ontario passing the
Accepting Schools Act (Bill 13)
1n 2012, which mandates clearer
and stricter bullying responses in
schools. It also mandates that 311
publicly funded schools in Ontario
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In December, Lee Hicks, a Grade
6 teacher at Palmerston Avenue
Junior Public School in Toronto,
speaks out about transitioning
while continuing to teach. He
chronicles his experiences,
filming much of his material at
his school in a video called
Both/And Indiegogo Video.
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