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 The Black Women's Collective (BWC) in Toronto started in
1986 and was active until 1989. The tight-knit group was
composed of around a dozen members that worked to
address the racism and sexism they faced as Black women.
The BWC also challenged homophobia and welcomed
many Black women who were part of the 2SLGBTQIA+
community into the group. This intersectional approach 
 put them at the forefront of activism in Toronto.

Some of the founding members were:
Carol Ann Allain 

Linda Carty 
Grace Channer 
Dionne Falconer

 Carol Camper
Faith Nolan

Angela Robertson 
Leleti Tamu Russell

The Founders



In the excerpts of the
BWC Constitution

pictured right, there is
specific consideration of 
 2SLGBTQIA+ members of

the collective. In the
discussion of "lesbian

oppression/homophobia/
heterosexism," the BWC
worked to describe the
added discrimination

faced by Black women in
the 2SLGBTQIA+

community. 

The Black Women's Collective represented a unique space for Black
2SLGBTQIA+ women to find community and take action without having to
suppress or negotiate their identities. The BWC was committed to
addressing the intersections of race, class, sexuality, gender in politics.
Many members of the BWC were part of the 2SLGBTQIA+ community and
advocated for their representation within Black women's and Black
liberation movements. 

Intersectionality

The images pictured left
and below are excerpts

from The Black Women's
Collective's Constitution
(March 1988). See the full

document online at
RiseUp! Feminist

Archives.

https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/activism/organizations/black-womens-collective/blackwomenscollective-1988-constitution-2/
https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/activism/organizations/black-womens-collective/blackwomenscollective-1988-constitution-2/


Aims & Objectives

The BWC focused on a variety of important social justice issues, and in
addition to actively trying to change Canadian society, they also acted
as an important place of community for Black women. BWC members,
Leleti Tamu Russell, Dionne Falconer, and Angela Robertson have since
reflected upon their time with the collective as one of growth and
friendship. 

TAMU RUSSELL:
 "At that age, its about finding
place and contributing to the

struggle. I was doing things I'd
never done before - learn how to

give a speech at a rally, learn
how to get ready to picket.
These are things that I was

learning: concrete survival skills
about struggle."

ROBERTSON: 
"The BWC really

encouraged me to
continue to be a

noisemaker."

FALCONER: 
"The collective, for me,

was also friendship.
Friendship, love, caring.

Some of the women
from the collective have

been my friends for
most of my life."

This image is an excerpt from The Black Women's Collective Constitution (March 1988). 
See the full document online at RiseUp! Feminist Archives.

https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/activism/organizations/black-womens-collective/blackwomenscollective-1988-constitution-2/


In 1989, the BWC collaborated with the Coalition of Visible Minority
Women and the Toronto Chapter of the Congress of Black Women
to focus International Women's Day (IWD) activities on the theme
of "women and poverty." Their joint proposal submitted to the
March 8th Coalition of IWD focused on issues such as shelter,
daycare, housing, and welfare affecting women in poverty.

In a speech delivered on International Women's Day, BWC
member, Angela Robertson, highlighted the BWC's focus on
intersectional feminism...

ROBERTSON: "This is a great moment of challenge for the

women's movement in this city and this country. We

stand at a major cross-road between crisis and

opportunity. There are many things which divide this

movement. Over the last several years, racism in

particular has hindered the critical progress of the

movement. What it has shown is that we cannot move

unless all women move together. In order to do so we

must build a truly representative movement. Poor

women! Working class women! Native women! Black

women! South Asian women! Chinese women! Latina

women! White women! Lesbians! — We must rise up.

Now is the time to rise up and overturn this oppressive

system. Now is the time to rise up and unite toward

social equality."

Calls to Action



The BWC stood against police
brutality and condemned the illegal  
shootings of Black folks in Canada
alongside other Black Liberation
groups, such as the Black Action
Defence Committee (BADC). 

The BWC formed the Women’s
Coalition Against Racism and Police
Violence in order to address the
police shootings of Sophia Cook,
Lester Donaldson, and Michael
Wade Lawson in the 1980s. 

In 1989, they also helped organize a march for Sophia Cook—a
23-year-old victim of police brutality in Bramlea. For members
of the BWC, Sophia Cook's death was a signal that all Black
peoples are threatened by police violence. BWC member,
Leleti Tamu Russell reflected on this moment...

TAMU RUSSELL: "Here is something else. Because
so far all the shootings have been Black brothers,
and we were always there for that but there was

never a woman shot in this kind of situation." 

In February 1989, the BWC delivered a speech about police
violence in Canada at the Rally Against Racism, shown on the
following page... 

This image is from RiseUp! Feminist Archives.

https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/culture/buttons/justiceformichaelwadelawson/


These images  are from the The Black Women's Collective  Statement to the Rally Against Racism, 1987.
 See the document online at RiseUp! Feminist Archives.

https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/activism/organizations/black-womens-collective/blackwomenscollective-feb1989-rallyagainstracismstatement/


The BWC also
published Our Lives:
Canada's First Black
Women's Newspaper.
The newspaper created
a forum for Black
women to write about
and discuss issues
related to their specific
experiences. 

The newspaper
advanced the BWC's
calls for societal reform
and the end to issues
such as police violence
and systemic racism,
while also focusing on
socio-cultural issues
such as the role of
women, education, and
representation.  

Our Lives Newspaper

Issue 3, Volume 1 (1986)
of Our Lives featured a

variety of articles
related to children and
family. For instance, in

the article excerpt
pictured right, they
discuss racism and

sexism as presented in
children's books, and

urge readers to consider
the impact of language

and content on
children's self-image. 

This  image in an excerpt from The Black Women's Collective's  newspaper, Our Lives: Canada's First
Black Women's Newspaper, Volume 1  Issue 2 (Sept./Oct. 1986).

 See the original document in full online at RiseUp! Feminist Archives.

https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/publications/our-lives-canadas-first-black-womens-newspaper/ourlives-vol1no2-septoct1986/


Our Lives claimed space and power for Black women, while also challenging
dominant narratives about Black womanhood. Pictured below are clippings that
mention Black women in the 2SLGBTQIA+ community as well as some pages that

highlight the herstory of Black women.

These images are excerpts from The Black Women's Collective's newspaper, Our Lives: Canada's First Black Women's Newspaper,  Volume 2, Issue 4 (Spring
1988) and Volume 3, Issue 1 (Spring 1989). See Volume 2, Issue 4 and Volume 3, Issue 1 of Our Lives online at Rise Up! Feminist Archives.

https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/publications/our-lives-canadas-first-black-womens-newspaper/ourlives-v2no4-spring1988/
https://riseupfeministarchive.ca/publications/our-lives-canadas-first-black-womens-newspaper/ourlives-03-01-spring-1989/
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